United Way of Coastal
and Western Connecticut

www.unitedwaycwe.org

Finance, Revenue, and Bonding Committee
Public Hearing: April 14, 2025

In Support of HB 7272 and HB 7273

Dear Co-Chair Senator Fonfara, Co-Chair Representative Horn, Ranking Member Senator Fazio, Ranking Member
Representative Polletta, Vice Chair Senator Cabrera, Vice Chair Senator Miller, Vice Chair Representative
Constantine, Vice Chair Representative Rader and members of the Finance, Revenue, and Bonding Committee,

My name is Tida Infahsaeng, and | serve as the Senior Director of Advocacy and Partnerships at United Way of
Coastal and Western Connecticut (UWCWC). | am writing in strong support of HB 7272 and HB 7273.

As a proud member of both the CT Child Tax Credit Coalition and School Meals for All CT, we believe every child in
Connecticut deserves the opportunity to thrive. That starts with access to the most fundamental building blocks:
economic stability and nutritious food. Our shared goals — a fully refundable Child Tax Credit and universal no-
cost school meals — help ensure all children have what they need to grow, learn, and succeed, while also
strengthening local economies and reducing burdens on working families.

Support for HB 7272 — The Connecticut Child Tax Credit

Thank you for your commitment to advancing a permanent, fully refundable Child Tax Credit — one of the most
effective tools we have to reduce child poverty, support working families, and build a stronger state economy.

A $600 per child refundable credit would deliver immediate relief to more than 550,000 children and 75% of
families across the state. It’s not just good policy — it’s a smart investment, with an estimated 138% return for
Connecticut’s economy.

Connecticut is among the most expensive states to raise a family. According to the latest ALICE Report, a
household with two adults, an infant, and a toddler must earn over $9,400 per month to cover basic needs —
including $1,450 for food, $2,339 for child care, and $1,150 for housing. Yet, unlike most states, Connecticut taxes
personal income without adjusting for family size — an outdated, inequitable approach that further strains
working families.

At UWCWC, we serve 27 towns, where 42% of households — over 336,000 individuals — live at or below the
ALICE threshold. These are working families who cannot afford the basics despite being employed. For them, the
Child Tax Credit isn’t just helpful — it’s essential.

In Fairfield and Southern Litchfield Counties, more than 60,000 households would benefit directly. That means
more children with nutritious meals, safe housing, quality child care — and parents with the financial breathing

room to plan for their future.

Enclosed with this testimony are personal stories from families in our region. | urge you to read their words. This
policy is not just about numbers — it’s about people and the kind of future we want for Connecticut’s children.

Support for HB 7273 — Universal No-Cost School Meals

| also urge you to support HB 7273, which would ensure that no child in Connecticut goes hungry and every
student is ready to learn.
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Universal no-cost school meals have been shown to reduce food insecurity, improve academic performance, and
lower absenteeism, while eliminating stigma, shaming, and meal debt. According to the CDSE, every $1 invested in
child nutrition generates $17 in economic activity — a strong return that benefits children, families, and
communities alike.

No-cost school meals also provide critical economic relief to working families, especially ALICE families who fall
into the gap between eligibility for free/reduced-price meals and the actual cost of living. These families are often
left behind — forced to skip meals, accrue debt, or send children to school hungry.

For a family with two children, universal school meals can save approximately $2,400 per year — funds that can
instead go toward rent, child care, or medical bills. Like the Child Tax Credit, school meals strengthen both child
well-being and household stability. Together, these policies form a strong foundation for a healthier, more
equitable Connecticut.

By endorsing HB 7272 and HB 7273, we are investing in a future where every child has the opportunity to thrive —
and every family can meet their basic needs with dignity and stability.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Tida Infahsaeng

Senior Director of Advocacy and Partnerships
United Way of Coastal and Western Connecticut
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3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
LoYoa S B
D oafad |
rt the Child Tax Credit because: )’yu..t o C\n ( \C_B XEM™
O Dosle Qe B axSe
e al v I e Qi .\ (:T T\G (E:Q -
O B C\g"\(ﬂ\d = Loy
~ AN \'DUK\L'\ [
Ca = % = ) C
J _ \\\@ n Ao ‘
o e Ao XRC
WM A
et

S

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
A;::} aildht;:eh;ﬁ 1(_}/{t}fpF;;,Ft‘l‘g;_[jI1iId Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
St lomd

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

Camilies nend Hhis ossetance | -
v o educator and beleve o

i oy o

S WA %Ks#ufzrfhﬂ .




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

Nt-mrﬂgz\ oo
S~ dovd

rt the Child Tax Cred;t hecw&\s/e\: ’"M

S el DT Ove [
)@f;-fsv\ e o& kel (g et

NC YD (/D«\ cann Progrim | ond)
At \&Lp AN vich | Cionr loud gg.lr :

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Churissel\e.
S haenbecd [ C\ven ool

rt the Child Tax Credit because: ‘,é \O
e f\\q & o Jilciouns C-“SJ\Q Hred |5 oy

ot ofF o peog® hoove et ﬁc}&_&s
.(J;_Qﬁ?-'-; C}_\\ S’)ﬁf;‘}%\ b((; e Q)ﬂ“'—"‘j N ‘il\"l—’ dg
D uxc,u,.ckkwc) Waie, 00K




'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

\IIOLF'T TILFPoRD

STAMT D
rt the Child Tax Credit because:
*REDIT 15 VERY HelProL @ i
.ib’\_j *?%YEXW‘E' blr’l'csj-{je Yhe 3¢70

n&hf;‘l'q \/ meﬂ ’OC eNnsEy %’h&
N e hou+ quf_- jeay.

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Ane Bola [ hpners

tandozel
rttheChiIdTaxgreditbecause 1 Mfs peduce

Qo LLL/OL wﬁc& rov%”%




'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

f | & - [ n ( V ~&=1 i
( Parena Oy g

2005 Crd
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

holp> PN oU Oasje oo TH

niliess SINGY Qirers MLy an 7t S

|‘J|l

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
DTVaArs (opsTavt~é
STAMFRD (X
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

Ve PRuce of evif[THwg 15 thGHER THr
IR & %o cev mAKE A eac

D) FFERENCE  Tu MANMY Tamcie s



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
MV D IO QG
N W= Ty v 7 i WEPRP

rt the Child Tax Credit because:
HQ‘LP L)Lf\\\-b\ t7((3(_{’\,‘_\>é9_‘">

= ~ Q
ooy O =N Q. OYM

cu’\f‘\\\—\~ [ CAY w' %\l\?l Y OO

'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

‘-\LQ Tl A‘fl()fﬂﬂ e

&mw Leh '
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

QQ’SJK (H‘C !{.l?Ui\AC( ; S L\fc/ﬁ?
- o 03
C SN u? '{‘)QE) Vs e easee) .

SACHI ALY - ,



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, thﬁhild Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
av b\ Oese

\5{'“(.:?_ w(r& o L-‘“GQ,

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

C\h t {{‘25_@5\ @85 e NN\o Cﬁc{t A
oo Cotoie

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
AErDosT ;::;ousehold Cy;e;\:t; Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

SYom Enfr
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

'IWF O/r'If ‘Fof ﬁpaﬂ)w)

ngu'l\ ofd  SMNIVE




'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
=~ ey Frio-g
St for J f el

rt the Child Tax Credit because: | ne ? {'mm. Y 1

é vy Y 'i!,n/‘w,.S O ﬁﬂ.a, Y g
WLl Libra Cash T6 PAY For

Qensy, Chil d need g more

'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on. |
t c;\-'\u'\ Vicoed e
%j"fri_ﬁ"*f’("': 4 4"'rll
rt the Child Tax Credit because: | =

olavies shgn
P oror Giorado= 4l Cano de Wy

: d ‘!
| wvedito de taxas Fo o actul

NG ey 0N
o T e boimilg



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Mauweeenw MATTHEWS
STAMEERTD
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

- RIADE A CiaT h:u CHieh ff"a:}f.e’(‘/r

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all. househ 2jy9es the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
3{5—" or ARkl 2L

5*9“"* (Aﬂ’ =9

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

~E1L .Fcnfm\:a e O(— ’})aus&i-'l\?’,




'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
.f-'-l'/f/:'//;’-gz ¥ /3 //éﬂﬁ/‘z (.-?
Sfaford

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

;d’/{,{c.a 7 ea 1 Most
;.;.p-t ﬂ/ﬁ’-’"‘t{— - Ve
,cf'paa:gsﬂc, 713/ kids
yig b fo bein schoe/

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

1_)(3 n Loums
Sl

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

j(:(//JS are —é)}pghjﬂ{ ) ‘
én J'J'm:j;m /ww‘ ém./rt‘s &ye (Aa{j M-};ll . .



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

[Daangl Tipré S
SNk d, 27"

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SlIPPllRT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
MNianha Abi )
Stam covel €T
rt the Child Tax Credit because:




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

S fr?

rt the Child Tax Credit hecauge:

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
Acro‘w;;hor tyrr]g?:){h?ﬁl}:ilf;;? ge_{ditis a solution we can agree on.

rt the Child Tax Credit because:




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
'Risc/lA Té€lxeihy RIDAF)
STRM FORD
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

have 2 KI)s aND Custy IS VER r’”gy’ &y paw's (Ve -

3% [IF o] RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Acros , the ChIIWCredlt is a solution we can agree on.
: A, = Cf.:"‘ &S 7
il S;/é?’/ffﬁ s

rt the Child Tax Credit hecaus
ot /7 ﬁ@/ﬁ'ﬂ //%/C/\
L

u(ﬂﬁ/éﬁ 7/// C L

/e ﬁx/ﬁ/f cep L

—



'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
At;qses’ f{lﬁhoﬁr.gehm(v{%e;aré i((::hrild Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
dtamford

rt the Child Tax Credit because: I  +hink  its ngat

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Yl Povvrea
5\c0m"fc) rd

rt the Child Tax Credit because: 1/[

gertbheny 13 U,

be e LA




'3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
e Casiae
Senfac ol EX

rt the Child Tax Credit because: T \nenoie  C e \ SN at
Al o WX

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Ctiiﬁ)d Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
S o Ogevaxc
> L )
Stan [ord

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

L »u_?f\(yg (QJ Oras \ PSS




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

wuss all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
G LT |

labida Lo
Sam ford
rt the ChildrTax Credit because:

v\@m@ de 3 niam | O ApoyO

@@c{oo )

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
/\)Camp\t-- . ey,
Shov &L« o).

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

_g/},,'\- O ﬁ'-w@‘ l,r\’,h'h\. \(\_,d‘_)__, L‘.tﬁf\-—)bj(_;,..-\\&af )k‘_ﬁ:‘.iiﬂ 3 ‘C,'_)

J{_\U\df_—(:\)&—g t}\.'é.. LU.J WJ‘(M xZ)(\.E‘\c.).c_:,,r ,"‘*.-L-AA
S¢S O %S mehos v Camplon S JueNed.



13% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across a[l household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Name: \ (o) \ LS \J n\-(
Town: 5% (2 vy "(1‘1 L[
| support the Child Tax Credit because:

4



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Mocrik 2o ZVG‘_M; Ve loCeor N\ %S.b\ox
= S\mm-é-c::‘(‘ %

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

eﬁl@ ¥ B:a_ c\q.u@r\o A e \o }\C"ﬂcxﬁ
O \O = Qc&}s‘(‘iﬁ NS ovy .\,_,Acs:(ﬂ.o\

@wxsémf\es G}\mﬁnktcbg cﬂ\o S VLROg
oy, C\uf:_ eNog aﬁLSQ_CA\*E‘.\“\

(’;;..z_c c}..(_.\ C}q.)

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

Flded ooz
f%t‘(f-kW\fG‘{/GA CJJ‘\:

rt the Child Tax Credit because: B
T@fﬁr Diepys Jobo & (ESgasbe FOREL

TR pecedt S




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Diapan oo
S \angfor d
rt the Child Tax Credit because: (\7 S una Qg ¥ Ud(:a\
? Derefren oS padie

wto L8 M « (oS NAuAo S

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
"Dalevza Podniea Enriguer S
S?@V’uﬁ'a‘fﬁ 7'0? S "
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

Hrer PBecause ﬂ(e&ifj {tr (OQ,J
!
d {;?Gp '31[ fﬂo\r F M f 4—./55/’{6




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
(reyarc Guierre?.
S '](_ 2 é‘c_} r (!L LJY

't the Child Tax Credit because:

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all househnld types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

(Q f:th Canttet Maw (.‘;l{r’d%l}ta’df’
“:Jtowi/! fold (\¥

rt the chlld Tax Credit because: ?O (i e5 uM
and (o o nod udd S

.-,\o(f LQ:.:‘/”V




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
D;’Cx’eﬂ C& MQTG!C’S L\\;‘GY\ ;"Lqu'{-\nc
S+ am foxd

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

ONE Axav & ?/ldc\ilq q Ue

5 SwNe wocho Fexa

-Lkl\'( C{é@\&?/fl‘l'é

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Eully Taellzz
.-—---‘I ; )
Sigy) EO (C}#
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

(;5 S| &;/(_;c;iji '“ﬁrgu'{‘qnfhi

Vase lg (,gmuwfir’"ﬁg ﬁiﬁ"ffm?



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
An\-murxb{ \opez — G]( wl[i LoVez
ambo Vt’.)& g

rt the Child Tax Credit because: N U Ud@(

o QU 0S5 ni mS o c:c}qn

gdiﬂf’.fr W‘)Q\f ~__h| “’\-ﬂ)’tlvq(;(,}

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

WWDew morales
StamCord
rt the Child Tax Credit because:

tare {he Cotare



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

Lioho i Q odeds

\*@rm"&a«
rt the Child Tax Credit because: ﬁ% K A Ubes o g u\?fﬂ

YW 0and moruls ef}m+ fj,wu eiods. I
A-es ogE=Wwakes -

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

\AJELINE D o il L
! STantipes  CZ

rttheCh:IdTaxCredllbecause FE / o e S 7:3/ %E&?x_é«

...-i’ Flet /&/ s il




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Conign Llovenad Qoayrad'a
Stem Fﬁva/.
rt the Child Tax Credit because: \ .
toY Q/c A CL_}G’_V’C/D con 10 {/DY e
v (0 9Gre cleyod ben Yo Pout Q(-'D
) QC A VM r‘f as Ccon (DS CBC}\‘:S%D
Y L‘\ \ NS

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Ratran  THernandez

EI’és.m{mw‘P - -5

rt the Child Tax Credit because:
eslo/ df.: qauercfo

jve me ayeda a my Lamilia




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

A?ss all household types the Chlld Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

1Shen Hf%uf:i
ZDFCH"IW%JTJ'

rt the Child Tax Credit because:
l 'm  a E)rﬂ.gf 2 O Hrov

Ok fuwo kds, walus Y jobs.
Do woT Ale

TH1S  AwAy
Fesve oS/

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Y]( U.LLl | Uldr.'u(-c O
j—\' 3\ g‘\\&f_’)‘m_\ k

rt the Child Tax Credit because:
v AR m ut\z\t’i QA \\Mh\ (Cﬁ@\
h‘g)\r']t, & \\ ‘.\‘u S0




3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

&crogs all household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.

L lavia  Mainez
1o Lo d CA

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

ﬂg@é 'H: Foy "mj ?OMs\j

| € Yo ‘Zu’f’?o‘i-% W‘_&j T{;\w{;\y &;’\C‘
, for fhev €

to be

ey the € ?E?’\jeb
= < A
goaniis | oSret .

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all},household types, the Child Tax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
Fllpe , Brce 2

= eI Lo

rt the Child Tax Credit because:

Z‘? P & /-ﬂ grerccieon L&

r e & /',gra?.-;u’ "fl:'-f
),? ' .?"7 o \j. (_a? & v (.5: oy o ;‘E.-}{_-: P(-' ¥ l’ & i” (::] o
P |

[ | /
cimi el e B men l'@»’?ff SV €L G clon

* oy 5 - L -'H\
<{f-':|"’} = -"-_[( £ M &~ ["\ Iu\ ' e s A } e

) —(
::.r_',-[ & f-—t.{_f'-

od wdole



3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!

Across all hggsehuld types, the GhiLiTax Credit is a solution we can agree on.
(one [ & QA
Q ‘}‘Gl e ']p\b'( ._L

't the Child Tax Credit because:

;/Q e e ]22,4’\91\_/6/\

3% OF CT RESIDENTS SUPPORT THE CHILD TAX CREDIT!
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